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No golfer ever forgets standing on the opening tee at the Old Course for 
the first time, or tackling the Postage Stamp at Royal Troon, or taking on 
Turnberry’s stunning seaside stretch. It’s so important to make sure your 
memories are great ones – and that’s where College Links Golf comes in.

We are Scotland’s only tour operator that caters specifically to educational 
establishments. Our tailor-made itineraries will give your group the chance 
to enjoy the best golf that Scotland has to offer – but we also provide so 
much more.

Our guests have the chance to compete in matches against some of the 
country’s finest student golfers, immerse yourself in Scottish culture and 
history and learn more about the origins of the game we love. 

For your college or school, golf in Scotland is a chance to give your 
students, alumni and staff a golfing experience they will always remember. 
You will follow in the footsteps of legends and form bonds of friendship 
that will last a lifetime. It’s also an opportunity to raise the profile of your 
college or school - both at home and abroad - and build links that can 
bring long-term benefits to your institution.

Choosing the right tour partner matters.  At College Links Golf, our 
unmatched connections within Scottish golf and our unrivalled experience 
of organising golf tours for educational organisations will ensure your 
group gets the most from your journey.
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I could take out of my life everything except my 
experiences at St Andrews and I would still have 

a rich, full life.

BOBBY JONES

LEFT: St Andrews, Fife

“

With special thanks to Iain Lowe  
www.scottishgolflibrary.com
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Your tour

Day One: Arrive at Glasgow or Edinburgh Airport •
Transfer via coach to accommodation in Ayrshire

Day Two: MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON: Prestwick Golf 
Club (24 Opens from 1860 – 1925) • Tour of clubhouse, 
history presentation, practice / warm up and 18 holes.
LATE AFTERNOON / EVENING: At leisure

Day Three: MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON: Royal Troon 
Golf Club (Nine Opens from 1923 – 2016) • Tour of 
clubhouse, history presentation, practice / warm up 
and 18 holes.
EVENING: Beach Barbecue

Day Four: MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON: Turnberry  
(Ailsa) Golf Links (Four Opens from 1977 – 2009) • 
Match against Scottish university golf team.
LATE AFTERNOON / EVENING: Excursion to Robert Burns 
Heritage Centre

Day Five: MORNING: Transfer via coach to St Andrews
AFTERNOON: Option 1: Tour of British Golf Museum and 
vintage club-maker workshop.  
• Option 2: New / Jubilee / Eden course 18 holes 
EVENING: At leisure

Day Six
MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON: Old Course, St Andrews   
(29 Opens from 1873 – 2015) • Tour of Royal & Ancient 
Clubhouse, history presentation, practice / warm up 
and 18 holes.
LATE AFTERNOON / EARLY EVENING: At leisure in St Andrews

Day Seven
MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON: Carnoustie Champion-
ship Links (Seven Opens from 1931 – 2077)  
• Tour of private clubhouse, history presentation, 
practice / warm up and 18 holes.
EVENING: Traditional Burns Supper

Day Eight
MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON: Royal Company of  
Edinburgh Golfers, Murfield (16 Opens from 1892–
2013) • Tour of clubhouse, history presentation,  
practice / warm up and 18 holes. 
AFTERNOON: Option 1: Visit to Edinburgh Castle and 
the Royal Mile • Option 2: Nine holes at Musselburgh 
Links (Six Opens from 1874-99)
EVENING: Farewell dinner 

Day Nine
Transfer via coach to Glasgow or Edinburgh Airport
Return home

Sample Itinerary: Open Championship courses

Day One: Arrive at Glasgow or Edinburgh Airport
Transfer via coach to accommodation in Aberdeen

Day Two: MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON:  
Cruden Bay Golf Club
LATE AFTERNOON/EVENING: At leisure in Aberdeen

Day Three: MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON:
Royal Aberdeen Golf Course
AFTERNOON: Excursion to Dunnottar Castle
EVENING: Traditional Burns Supper

Day Four: MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON:
Trump International Golf Links
AFTERNOON: Transfer to St Andrews accommodation
EVENING: At leisure in St Andrews

Day Five: MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON:
Old Course, St Andrews
LATE AFTERNOON: Tour of British Golf Museum
EVENING: Walking tour of St Andrews

Day Six
MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON:
Balcolmie Links, Crail
LATE AFTERNOON: Transfer to Edinburgh
EVENING: At leisure in Edinburgh

Day Seven
MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON:
West Links, North Berwick Golf Club
LATE AFTERNOON/EVENING:
Open-top bus tour of Edinburgh Old and New Towns

Day Eight
MORNING / EARLY AFTERNOON:
Dunbar Golf Club
LATE AFTERNOON: At leisure in Edinburgh
EVENING: Farewell dinner

Day Nine
Transfer via coach to Glasgow or Edinburgh Airport
Return home

Sample Itinerary: Classic Links tour

What makes an unforgettable tour for your 
college? Well, it’s mainly about the golf and - 
to be honest - that’s the easy bit. Scotland is 
packed full of fantastic courses. You could tour 
all summer and play a great links course every 
day without teeing up at the same place twice. 

But having expert advice on how to make the 
most of your institution’s visit to Scotland is 
about so much more than the courses you play.

At College Links Golf we work with our guests 
to  draft a tour schedule that fits your needs to 
the last detail. We can arrange tee times on the 

‘must play’ venues and organise visits to less 
heralded but equally rewarding courses.  The 
great championship links of England and Ireland 
are also within reach. 

Unlike other tour providers, we also offer a 
range of additional options specifically tailored 
to colleges, student athletes and alumni.

We can arrange matches against Scottish 
varsity programmes – a great opportunity to 
forge relationships with some of Europe’s most 
promising young talent in a fun but competitive 
environment. 

I love the way the game of golf is lived and 
played in Scotland. I always have.

TOM WATSON

We can incorporate alumni events and 
excursions into each tour, giving boosters a 
chance to combine support for your college with 
an unforgettable travel experience.

We can also incorporate an academic element 
into your visit. We are able to integrate credit-
bearing short academic courses in your 
programme which means a tour with College 
Links Golf will also deliver a solid academic 
outcome for student athletes.

Away from the course, we offer accommodation 
options ranging from campus stays, to private 

lodgings, to five-star hotels, and a chance to  
sample some of the spectacular scenery and 
historical culture for which Scotland is rightly 
famed.

No two College Links Golf tours are the same. 
That’s one of the reasons we love what we do. If 
you’d like to find out more, please get in touch 
and we’ll listen to your requirements before 
drafting a bespoke itinerary.

“
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Collegiate Links Challenge

College Links Golf is committed to hosting a 
major collegiate golf tournament in August 
2019. With more than 20 years’ experience of 
organising inter-collegiate contests, nobody 
is better placed to stage a competitive event 
of this nature.

Our vision is to bring together varsity golfers 
from around the world to compete in a 
54-hole event over one of Scotland’s historic 
championship links.

The tournament will consist of overseas 
men’s and women’s teams, alongside teams 
from the UK and Ireland.

Each team will comprise of five matriculated 
students representing their respective 
institutions, with the four best individual 
gross scores recorded on each of the three 
competition days combining to make the 

best team total.  The individuals with the 
best 54-hole strokeplay total will win the 
individual prize.

Visiting teams from outside the UK are 
invited to participate in an eight-day  
programme. This package includes all 
transfers, accommodation, subsistence, 
golf, competition entry fee, prizes, transport 
and cultural trip entry payments. A team 
comprises five competing players and one 
coach. Places for additional coaches can 
also be arranged.

Alumni from each of the competing 
institutions are invited to accompany the tour 
and enjoy their own bespoke programme of 
golf events, which will run concurrently with 
the inter-college tournament.

RIGHT: Royal Dornoch,  
5th tee to green
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College Links Golf has organised numerous golf trips 
on our behalf at home and abroad. They have contacts 
with colleges and universities across the world and have 
organised a number of enjoyable competitive matches 
against host universities that add significant value to an 
enhanced student experience. CLG will make sure your 
golfing trip surpasses your expectations.

Dean Robertson, former European Tour player and Head 
Coach to the University of Stirling Golf Team - five-time 
European Universities’ Team Championship winners.

We have taken golf teams to Scotland on three 
occasions thanks to College Links Golf. The bespoke 
nature of our trips was something that other tour 
operators would find hard to match. They organised 
matches against Scottish colleges and universities, 
allowing us to establish strong partnership links. Our 
players were  able to link in to the Scottish national 
student championships as well as some regional 
competitions. If you are interested in staging an 
international golf trip, CLG should be your first port of call.

Ray Chateau, Athletics Director, Humber College, 
Ontario, Canada, and seven-time captain of 
Canadian teams competing in World University Golf 
Championships.

The pinnacle of our team’s trip to Scotland, thanks 
to College Links Golf, was a match against European 
Universities’ champions, Stirling University, at the home 
of golf, St Andrews. We can’t wait to return. 

Colin Sheehan, Yale University Golf Coach

I have supervised memorable student golf trips organised 
by Raleigh Gowrie and his team to five continents of 
the world. The University of the Highlands & Islands is 
proud to assist College Links Golf in supporting visiting 
student golfers with opportunities to play golf with their 
international peers on Scotland’s hallowed links.

Lesley Mackay, former European Ladies Tour player; 
PGA Professional; Lecturer in Golf Management & 
Professional Golf, University of the Highlands & Islands.

I have had the pleasure of taking numerous student 
teams over to Scotland to play in matches and 
competitions organised through College Links 
Golf. Ensuring the students receive a positive 
experience  permeates all aspects of their work. I would 
wholeheartedly recommend you use them for your trip 
to the UK.

Barry Fennelly, Performance Manager, Maynooth 
University, Ireland - home to the Paddy Harrington golf 
scholarship programme.

Our team visits to Scotland have been incredible. 
Raleigh Gowrie kindly facilitated these with matches 
against Scottish compatriots that added  greatly to our 
memories and allowed our students to form friendships 
with their peers in the UK.

Conrad Ray, Knowles Family Director of Men’s Golf, 
Stanford University.

Testimonials Learning Opportunities 

College Links Golf is the first tour operator of 
its kind in Scotland. We cater exclusively for 
student athletes, coaches and alumni from 
educational establishments.

To make sure our guests get the most out of 
their visit to Scotland, we  offer a range of 
learning opportunities to increase the value of 
your tour. For guests who choose this option, 
it is a unique opportunity to deepen their love 
and understanding of golf and to gain a greater 
appreciation of Scottish history and culture.

We can deliver credit-bearing short academic 
courses through Scottish universities which 
have an international transfer value. These 
courses can include some time on campus and 
also an opportunity to work remotely before and 
after your visit to Scotland.

Credits can be attained in subjects such as:

• Sports performance

• Sports administration and management

• Golf architecture and history

• Scottish cultural studies

Each course is bespoke. We work with our 
guests and the host university to make sure the 
learning topics are relevant and will comply with 
the requirements for academic accreditation. 

We also offer an opportunity for student athletes 
to work and stay on campus at a Scottish 
university to provide a fuller student experience.
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Accommodation Off Course

Finding the right place to stay is an important 
part of any tour. College Links Golf has a wide 
range of accommodation options to suit the 
specific needs of your touring party.

Hotels
Scotland is rightly renowned for the warmth of 
the welcome we offer to visitors. Each of the 
hotels on our roster stands out for the level of 
service and hospitality you can expect to receive. 
College Links Golf has preferential agreements 
with several hotel groups which allow us to pass 
on competitive prices to our guests. We have 
rooms and rates to meet the requirements of any 
party - and all in great, golf-friendly locations!

Private lodgings
For some guests, using a rental property as a 
base adds an extra degree of charm and flexibility 
to a tour. From historic villas overlooking some 
of Scotland’s great courses to city apartments 

which combine easy access to the links with 
cultural hotspots, we have a property to fit the 
bill. Each of our private lodgings is fully serviced 
and catered, freeing up the maximum time for 
you to make the most of your tour. Talk to us 
about your requirements and we will find the 
right property for your group.

Campus stays
Basing your party on a university residence is 
a great way of managing costs and getting a 
feel for Scottish campus life. Our college stay 
options range from simple rooms in a halls of 
residence, where guests have a chance to meet 
with students from around the world, to hotel-
standard accommodation and fully-serviced 
individual apartments. For guests who want a 
fuller student experience, we can arrange for 
on-campus classes which have an international 
transfer value and can count as credits towards 
an academic qualification.

LEFT: The approach to the 15th at Carnoustie.

RIGHT: Wallace Monument, Stirling.

The focus of any College Links Golf tour is, of 
course, golf. But it would be a pity to come all the 
way to Scotland and miss out on experiencing 
some of the other great things the country has 
to offer.

We love our country and enjoy sharing the best of 
Scotland with our guests.

We offer a range of excursions and events which 
give our guests a chance to enjoy the best of 
Scotland in tandem with their golf commitments. 

Scotland is renowned for its natural wonders – 
Rough Guide readers recently voted it ‘the most 
beautiful country in the world’ – and some of our 
most spectacular scenery is remarkably easy to 
reach. The world-famous banks of Loch Lomond 
are less than an hour’s drive from Glasgow, while 
the haunting splendour of the Highlands is also 
accessible from most of our bases.

The country’s two main cities, Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, are markedly different but equally 
enthralling. 

Edinburgh, Scotland’s capital, is famous for its 
spectacular architecture and rich history. The 
city is split into two main areas, the Old Town and 
the New Town, which have both been awarded 
UNESCO World Heritage status  to reflect their 
global significance.  Our popular Edinburgh 
city tours take guests to the heart of both 
neighbourhoods as well as a visit to Edinburgh’s 
iconic Castle. 

Glasgow, Edinburgh’s larger, louder neighbour, 
has a personality all of its own. The city’s 

neoclassical centre is fascinating to explore. 
It boasts some of the best shopping in the UK 
and has a thriving café culture. Glasgow is also 
a sport lover’s dream. Two major soccer teams, 
Celtic and Rangers, play to passionate, packed 
stadiums each week and the city’s rugby side, 
Glasgow Warriors, is one of Europe’s best. We 
can arrange tickets to all matches at all three 
venues.

We pride ourselves on the added touches which 
help create special memories. What better 
way to relax after a great day’s golf than with a 
barbecue on the beach, or a twilight boat trip 
to watch dolphins play in the Dornoch 
Firth?

Each tour party is different. 
Talk to us about your 
requirements and we 
will ensure your tour 
is unforgettable – 
both on and off 
the course.
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Fife

Old Course, St Andrews 
Par 72, 6,721 yards

The course: Strip away the heritage and history, and 
the Old Course can seem a fairly straightforward 
challenge. In serene weather a low score is possible, 
but the ancient links bares its teeth when the wind 
blows. Yardages are rendered meaningless, putting on 
the enormous shared greens becomes all about feel 
and the most innocuous-looking bunkers become ball-
magnets.

Highlights include the course’s only two par 3s, the 8th 
and 11th, while the long 14th is a strategic masterpiece. 
The golden rule is to stay out of the sand – Tiger Woods 
didn’t find a single bunker in four rounds of the 2000 
Open Championship and won by eight shots.

Signature hole: The 17th – The Road Hole. With railway 
sheds, out-of-bounds, a road, a stone wall, the devilish 
Road Bunker and a subtle, narrow green to negotiate, 
par is a triumph here.

What makes it special? As you walk up the 18th fairway, 
pause for a moment at the Swilcan Bridge and survey 
the scene, just as every great golfer who ever played the 
game has done.

Kingsbarns Golf Course, Kingsbarns 
Par 72, 7,224 yards

The course: Kingsbarns has established itself as 
one of Scotland’s top courses since opening in 1999. 
The course is typified by clever bunkering and sharp 
changes in elevation, nowhere more apparent than at 
the short par 4 6th. The green is in range from the tee, 
but the drive must carry a steep plateau and avoid a 
sequence of deep pot bunkers.

There is a similar risk/reward theme at the 12th, a par 5 
which curls round the sea shore. A long second shot to 
the green must carry beach and sea to reach its target. 
The dramatic 18th, which requires a pitch over a fast 
running burn to a well-bunkered green, is a tough finish.

What makes it special? Quite simply hole after hole of 
stunning links golf.

The New Course, St Andrews 
Par 71, 6,625 yards

The course: The New Course, a traditional ‘nine out, 
nine back’ format, is a hard-running links with small 
greens and plentiful gorse to snare an imperfect shot. 
The benefits of keeping the ball low to the ground, 
particularly when the wind is up, become quickly 
apparent.

The first big test comes at the 6th, a long, bunkerless 
par 4 with an undulating fairway which must be found. 
The 9th is a long par 3 to a partially-hidden green 
flanked for its length by the Eden Estuary.

The 11th and 14th are short but testing par 4s, the 17th 
is a par 3 which can require a driver or three wood in 
windy conditions, while the 18th, playing back towards 
the recently-added Links Clubhouse, is a strong 
finishing hole.

What makes it special? The New Course is the 
archetypal ‘out and back’ links course. It’s a fairer – and 
some locals would perhaps even say better – test than 
its famous neighbour.

Castle Course, St Andrews 
Par 71, 6,759 yards

The course: The Castle Course, which sits on high 
ground to the south of the town, is the newest addition 
to the St Andrews Links group of courses – and easily 
the toughest. The hallmarks of the Castle layout 
are generous fairways, penal bunkers and heavily 
undulating greens which can shred nerves even when 
the wind is not blowing.

Golfers get an early taste of what to expect at the 3rd, a 
par 3 with a billowing green. The wind will dictate which 
of the back-to-back par 5s at the 4th and 5th presents 
an eagle opportunity, while the cliff-top run of holes 
from 7 to 9 is unforgettable.

Players return to the shoreline at the spectacular 17th 
while the closing hole, a dog-leg par 5, is a suitably 
dramatic finish.

What makes it special? The sheer drama of the 
challenge. The Castle Course is a golfing rollercoaster.

Balcomie Links, Crail Golfing Society 
Par 69, 5,861 yards

What makes it special? Don’t be fooled by the lack of 
yards. This terrific little course, perched on a small 
pocket of land jutting out into the North Sea, is terrific 
fun – but certainly no pushover.

Scotscraig Golf Club, Tayport 
Par 71, 6,669 yards

What makes it special? An intriguing mix of links 
and heathland, Scotscraig has been a regular final 
qualifying venue when the Open Championship is held 
at nearby St Andrews.

The Golf House Club, Elie 
Par 70, 6,273 yards

What makes it special? The quirky links at Elie is 
terrific fun in calm conditions - and an altogether more 
daunting proposition when the wind blows.

Lundin Golf Club, Lundin Links 
Par 71, 6,371 yards

What makes it special?  Lundin Links is tough all the 
way round, but what sets it apart is a layout which 
includes both links and parkland style holes.

Ladybank Golf Club, Ladybank 
Par 71, 6,754 yards

What makes it special? In a land of windswept links, a 
round through Ladybank’s birch and pine trees  is an 
entirely different ,but equally beguiling, challenge.

The Dukes Course, St Andrews 
Par 71, 7,512 yards

What makes it special? Opened for play in 1995 and 
remodelled extensively 11 years later, the Dukes is 
a challenging heathland layout which commands 
stunning views across St Andrews and beyond.

Kittocks Course,  
Fairmont St Andrews 
Par 72, 7,191 yards

What makes it special? A closing 
stretch which includes a stretch of cliff-top 
holes with St Andrews in the background makes 
for a memorable finish.

Torrance Course, Fairmont St Andrews 
Par 72, 7,230 yards

What makes it special? The designers have resisted the 
urge to squeeze eye-catching holes along the cliff-tops, 
and instead focus on creating a challenging layout that 
will stand the test of time.

Eden Course, St Andrews 
Par 70, 6,250 yards

What makes it special? Chasing in a quick round over 
the unpretentious but testing Eden course is one of the 
unexpected joys of a visit to St Andrews.

Jubilee Course, St Andrews 
Par 72, 6,742 yards

What makes it special? The Jubilee’s subtle qualities 
become more apparent as the round evolves. The more 
you play it, the more you like it.

RIGHT: Kingsbarns
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St Andrews
Old Course
New Course
Jubilee Course
Eden Course
Castle Course
Fairmont (Torrance)
Fairmont (Kittocks)
Duke’s Course

Kingsbarns

ElieLundin Links
Ladybank Balcomie Links

Carnoustie
Championship Links
Panmure

Gullane
Muirfield 
Gullane Number 1
Luffness New
Archerfield 
North Berwick

 
Craigielaw
Longniddry

Troon
Royal Troon

Prestwick (Old)
Dundonald Links

Gailes Links
Barassie

Western Gailes

Turnberry
Ailsa

King Robert

Machrihanish
Machrihanish Dunes

Machrie

Southerness

Askernish

Scotscraig

Monifieth
(Medal)

Aberdeen
Royal Aberdeen
Murcar Links

Cruden Bay

Dornoch
Royal Dornoch
Carnegie Links

Brora

Nairn

Castle Stuart 

Boat of Garten

Moray (Old)

Edinburgh
Glasgow

SCOTLAND

Royal Musselburgh
Musselburgh Links

Dunbar

West Kilbride

Gleneagles

Blairgowrie
Rosemount
Lansdowne

Montrose

Carrick,
Loch Lomond

Trump International
Golf Links

The courses
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Ayrshire and the west

Ailsa Course, Trump Turnberry, Ayrshire 
Par 71, 7,448 yards

The course: The Ailsa course has staged four Opens 
and shaped some of the most remarkable moments in 
the Championship’s history, including  Jack Nicklaus 
and Tom Watson’s epic ‘Duel in the Sun’.  Running 
alongside the glorious Ayrshire coastline, with Arran 
and Ailsa Craig as a stunning backdrop, it is one of the 
finest golfing destinations in the world.   

Signature hole: The 238 yard par-3 ninth – ‘Bruce’s 
castle’ is something special.  Both tee and green are 
peninsulas and it’s all carry over a stony ridge and the 
Irish Sea below.  

What makes it special? The fact it belongs to the 
45th President of the USA is neither here nor there, 
the quality of the golf course lives up to the hype and 
expectation. An absolute ‘must play’ when in Scotland. 

Royal Troon, Troon, Ayrshire 
Par 71, 7,208 yards

The course: Troon’s Championship Links is one of the 
world’s finest golfing tests, having hosted the Open 
on nine occasions. It skirts along and tussles with the 
rugged coastline, and displays graceful views of the Isle 
of Arran and the famous Ailsa Craig. Make your score 
on the friendly front nine as the returning holes into the 
prevailing wind are relentless.  

Signature hole: Royal Troon’s 8th hole, the ‘Postage 
Stamp’, is arguably the most famous par 3 in the world. 
Just 123 yards in length, the narrowness of the green 
and the severity of the bunkers make it a daunting task.

What makes it special? Royal Troon has both the 
longest and shortest holes on the Open circuit. The 
other 16 are just as memorable. 

Prestwick (Old), Ayrshire 
Par 71, 6,908 yards

The course: This time-honoured links hosted the 
Open  on 24 occasions – including the inaugural 

Championship back in 1860. Most of the original 
features remain.  With stunning sea views and rippling 
greens, Prestwick is a spectacular setting for a truly 
momentous game of golf.

What makes it special? With its unrivalled history, 
charismatic course and warm welcome, there are few 
places like it in the world of golf. 

Machrihanish, Campbeltown, Argyll 
Par 70, 6,462 yards

The course: With firm, fast and true greens positioned 
in the most varied of locations, Machrihanish is a joy to 
behold. Blind tee shots, fabulous sea views, undulating 
fairways and rugged dunes all add up to a magical 
experience. 

What makes it special? Arguably, the most natural, 
romantic and  enjoyable place ever to play golf. 

Western Gailes, Irvine, Ayrshire 
Par 71, 7,014 yards

The course: This glorious links, superbly located 
between the railway and the sea, is up there with the 
best.  Large dunes, cunning burns, fast greens and 
terrific views of the Isle of Arran combine to make it a 
beautiful challenge. An Open Qualifying venue.

What makes it special: While the links run hard and 
fast, the clubhouse should be played slowly as it is a 
classic, with a great locker room and a memorable club 
museum up the stairs. 

Kilmarnock Barassie, Troon, Ayrshire 
Par 72, 6,852 yards

The course: At least three different tracks can be played 
from the 27 holes available. By far the most challenging 
is the Gailes championship course. This classic links 
has everything – great conditioning, humps, hollows, 
undulations, blind shots, penal rough and lightning-
fast greens.  An Open Qualifying venue that is definitely 
worth a visit.

What makes it special? Great condition, 
great golfing challenge, great people.

King Robert the Bruce Course, Trump 
Turnberry, Ayrshire 
Par 70, 6,921 yards

What makes it special? Opened in July 2017 to replace 
the former ‘Kintyre course’, designer Martin Ebert has 
created a world-class golfing experience that perfectly 
complements the Ailsa course. 

Dundonald Links, Irvine, Ayrshire 
Par 72, 7,100 yards

What makes it special? Opened in 2005, Dundonald has 
hosted the male and female Scottish Open European 
Tour events. Pristine fairways and hard, fast greens 
make for a challenging links test. 

Gailes Links, Irvine, Ayrshire 
Par 71, 6,903 yards

What makes it special? An Open qualifying venue 
and home of the Tennant Cup -the oldest amateur 
strokeplay event in the world - this classic links is 
graced with tight fairways, well-placed bunkers and an 
abundance of gorse and heather.

Machrihanish Dunes, Campbeltown, Argyll 
Par 72, 7,082 yards

What makes it special? A modern links built the old 
fashioned way. Architect David McLay-Kidd moved just 
seven acres of turf to give life to his vision for a rugged, 
traditional links on the Atlantic coast.

Machrie, Isle of Islay 
Par 72, 6,782 yards

What makes it special? This recently-upgraded island 
links is threaded through a pristine dunescape. A round 
here is all about touch and feel - the positioning of the 
greens virtually negates the need for bunkers.

Askernish, Isle of South Uist 
Par 72, 6,259 yards

What makes it special? This extraordinary ongoing 
project has seen an abandoned Old Tom Morris 
masterpiece brought back to life. For anyone with a love 
of links golf and its history, this is a must play.

Southerness, Dumfries & Galloway 
Par 69, 6,728 yards

What makes it special? Tucked away in a quiet 
corner of Scotland’s south coast, the stately links at 
Southerness is a beguiling mix of tight fairways and 
well-protected greens.

West Kilbride, Ayrshire 
Par 71, 6,523 yards

What makes it special? A round at West Kilbride is 
elevated by the memorable stretch of shoreline holes on 
the back nine.

RIGHT: Turnberry Lighthouse and 
King Robert the Bruce golf course.
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Tour YearbookCentral Scotland

Championship Course, Carnoustie 
Par 71, 6,948 yards

The Course:  Some courses may have more visual 
appeal or grander heritage, but few layouts in the 
world can match Carnoustie as a true examination of a 
golfer’s ability.

The test is tough but fair. It is no coincidence that the 
roll of Open Champions at Carnoustie features some 
of the greatest ball-strikers of all time, including Ben 
Hogan, Tom Watson and Gary Player.

The diversity of challenge is impressive. The 
monstrously tough 2nd is followed by the charming 3rd. 
The par five 6th is a masterpiece of strategic design, 
while the 9th and 10th call for accurate shotmaking.

Carnoustie saves the best – and toughest – for last. The 
closing three-hole stretch features water, out of bounds 
and punishing bunkers.

Signature hole: The par 3 13th, with its hourglass 
green, demands finesse and accuracy.

What makes it special? Taking on Carnoustie is like 
sitting a final exam. It will test every area of a golfer’s 
game.

Gleneagles, Gleneagles Hotel, Perthshire

The courses: Take your pick from three world-class 
tracks meandering through the exquisite Perthshire 
countryside. The PGA Centenary is a Jack Nicklaus-
designed modern layout that hosted the 2014 Ryder Cup. 
The King’s course is arguably Scotland’s finest inland 
track and the shorter Queen’s course is a joy to play.  

What makes it special? Gleneagles is probably the 
world’s best golf resort. The customer experience 
is unbeatable, the golf courses sublime and the 
surrounding landscape majestic.    

Blairgowrie Rosemount, Blairgowrie, Perthshire 
Par 70, 6,630 yards

The course: A classy inland course with crisp turf and 
fairways pitching and rolling through avenues of trees. 

Formed from the minds of great architects Dr Alistair 
McKenzie and James Braid, it’s where Greg Norman, 
the Great White Shark, won his first European Tour 
professional event. 

What makes it special? A perfect course to retreat to 
after enduring the seaside buffeting of links golf.

Panmure Golf Club, Carnoustie 
Par 71, 6,551 yards

What makes it special? Ben Hogan used Panmure 
to prepare for his successful assault on the Open 
Championship at Carnoustie.

Monifieth Medal, Monifieth 
Par 71, 6,655 yards

What makes it special? With trees coming into play 
on several holes and rolling undulations, Monifieth 
makes a refreshing change from some of its windswept 
neighbours.

Montrose Medal Links, Montrose 
Par 71, 6,585 yards

What makes it special? A stunning natural links where 
golfers play on, over and between the sand dunes, golf 
has been played at Montrose for more than 450 years.

Blairgowrie Lansdowne, Blairgowrie, Perthshire 
Par 72, 7,007 yards

What makes it special? Routed through swathes of pine 
and birch trees, virtually every hole is played in splendid 
isolation. It’s a wonderfully comforting and peaceful 
setting.

The Carrick, Loch Lomond 
Par 71, 7,082 yards

One of Scotland’s newest championship courses. 
Challenging holes stretch over undulating fairways, hug 
inland lagoons and overlook Scotland’s most famous 
loch.
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The North

Royal Dornoch Championship Course, Dornoch 
Par 70, 6,748 yards

The course: How did one of the world’s great courses 
come to be built in a sleepy village on the same latitude 
as southern Alaska? Who knows? Who cares? Royal 
Dornoch is golf’s ultimate hidden gem.

Dornoch’s remote location means it will never host 
major events, but no golfer who makes the journey 
doubts its quality. Ask Tom Watson – a vocal Royal 
Dornoch fan.

The layout is a classic ‘out-and-back’ links. The outward 
nine is traced along higher ground, while the back nine 
skirts the shores of the Dornoch Firth.

One of Dornoch’s features is the raised greens, 
which will only accept a purely-struck approach and 
emphasise the penal nature of the greenside bunkering.

While the links feels entirely natural, Dornoch is 
also less idiosyncratic than many of Scotland’s great 
courses; there are few blind shots or forced carries and 
the golfer is always presented with options as to how to 
build a round.

Signature hole: The short 6th from a raised tee to a tiny, 
well-guarded green.

What makes it special? Everything! A visit to Royal 
Dornoch feels more like a pilgrimage than a mere 
round of golf.

Castle Stuart Golf Links, Inverness 
Par 72, 7,009 yards

The course: Opened in 2009 and co-designed by Mark 
Parsinen and Gil Hanse, this highly-acclaimed modern 
links set on the Moray Firth affords striking views of the 
Kessock bridge and Chanonry lighthouse. It has, despite 
its infancy, hosted the European Tour’s Scottish Open on 
a number of occasions, and is  one of the world’s best 
new courses. 

What makes it special? Alongside spectacular views, 
the wild-looking waste bunkers give clear definition to a 
wonderful test of golf. 

Nairn Championship Links, Nairn 
Par 72, 6,774 yards

The course: Nestling on the shores of the Moray 
Firth lies one of Scotland’s finest links. Home of the 
1999 Walker Cup and the 2012 Curtis Cup, the course 
comprises over 100 bunkers guarding subtle greens 
and gorse-lined fairways which demand accurate ball 
striking. 

What makes it special? Fierce bunkering and shoreline 
holes – Nairn is the definition of a classic links test.

Moray Old, Lossiemouth 
Par 71, 6,717 yards

What makes it special? The riveted bunkers, fast-
running  fairways and fast greens make it exactly what 
links golf should be. The town-centre finish adds to the 
charm.

Boat of Garten, nr Aviemore 
Par 70, 5,876 yards

What makes it special? The short yardage belies a 
challenging and charming course. Aptly named the 
‘Gleneagles of the North’. Great scenery and a fair test 
of golf. 

Trump International Golf Links, Balmedie, 
Aberdeenshire 
Par 72, 7,428 yards

What makes it special? Donald Trump, owner and 
45th President of the United States, named it the 
world’s greatest golf course. Would the President lie to 
you? You’ll have to play it and decide yourself. 

Royal Aberdeen 
Par 71, 6,861 yards

What makes it special? Royal Aberdeen’s stunning 
outward nine is as good a sequence of links holes as 
any to be found on the British Isles.

Murcar Links, Aberdeen 
Par 71, 6,516 yards

What makes it special? An elegant links through 
undulating dunes, Murcar boasts a multitude of risk/
reward shots. 

Cruden Bay 
Par 70, 6,609 yards

What makes it special? Cruden Bay is great fun on a 
grand scale; towering sand hills, cavernous bunkers 
and dramatic plateau greens abound.

Carnegie Links, Dornoch 
Par 71, 6,671 yards

What makes it special? A relatively modern links in 
a spectacular coastal setting, the Carnegie Links is 
refreshingly subtle and immaculately presented.

Brora Golf Club 
Par 70, 6,211 yards

What makes it special? Golf doesn’t get more natural 
than a round at Brora. Plot your way through a 
succession of undulating links – and watch out for the 
sheep which patrol the fairway!

BELOW: It might look like the Caribbean  
but it is in fact Lossiemouth!
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St Andrews

Probably the most famous golfing  
landscape in the world, St Andrews.  
image © Iain Lowe  

The reason the Road Hole at St Andrews is 
the most difficult par 4 in the world is that it 

was designed as a par 6.

BEN CRENSHAW

“
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Edinburgh and the Lothians

Muirfield, The Honourable Company of Edinburgh 
Golfers, Gullane, East Lothian 
Par 71, 7,245 yards

The course: Host to 16 Open Championships and 11 
Amateur Championships, this classic links rightly holds 
its place in the list of the world’s best golf courses. 
Renowned as the fairest golf course on the Open 
Championship rota, there are few better examples of a 
course where you must think smartly to score well. The 
course is laid out in two separate loops, the front nine 
running clockwise on the outer and the back nine going 
in the opposite direction on the inner.

Signature hole: The 1st, a 444-yard par 4 that Jack 
Nicklaus maintains is the toughest opening hole in golf. 

What makes it special? The course changes direction 
constantly, so you’ll need imagination, a shrewd golfing 
brain and a comprehensive shot repertoire.

North Berwick West Links, North Berwick,  
East Lothian   
Par 71, 6,506 yards

The course: Undoubtedly one of Scotland’s finest, the 
West Links has antiquated charm with walls, burns, 
challenging bunkers and commanding views out to 
sea and of the Forth estuary. The golf course is one of 
the most copied in the world - several designers have 
attempted to recreate its difficult holes, including the 
iconic par 3 Redan.

What makes it special? Greens sandwiched between 
sand dunes and stone walls? A putting surface cut in 
two by a gully? North Berwick shouldn’t work … but it 
does!  

Dunbar Championship Links, Dunbar, East Lothian 
Par 71, 6,597 yards

The Course: Perfected over 150 years by three giants 
of the game - Old Tom Morris, James Braid and Ben 
Sayers - this Open Qualifying venue hugs the coastline 
along a narrow strip of land within yards of the waves 

crashing onto the rocky shore. Blessed with a reputation 
for abundant sunshine, the course lives long in the 
memory of all who play it.

What makes it special? Stunning scenery, a welcoming 
clubhouse and hole after hole of shoreline golf. 

Archerfield, East Lothian 

What makes it special? Two stunning modern links 
layouts. From the long entrance drive, to the state of 
the art practice facilities and  luxurious clubhouse, the 
whole experience is first class. 

Gullane No.1, Gullane Golf Club, East Lothian 
Par 71, 6,466 yards

What makes it special? A classic links on exceptional 
turf which constantly exposes the golfer to cross 
winds as the course meanders its way to and from the 
coastline.

Luffness New, Gullane, East Lothian 
Par 70, 6,502 yards

What makes it special? Immaculate fairways, smart 
bunkering and billiard table-smooth greens fuse nicely, 
like cream blends with coffee.

Craigielaw, Aberlady,East Lothian 
Par 71, 6,601 yards

What makes it special? Firm, fast and treacherously 
undulating greens ensure that distance control and 
deft putting are required to score well around this Open 
qualifying venue.

Longniddry, East Lothian 
Par 68, 6,260 yards

What makes it special?  Four of the very best golf 
architects – Harry Colt, James Braid, Philip Mackenzie 
Ross and Donald Steel - have left their mark on 
Longniddry’s layout. 

Royal Musselburgh, Prestongrange, East Lothian 
Par 70,  6,270 yards

What makes it special? A delightful, historic parkland 
course. Being the sixth oldest golf club in the world, 
there is a huge amount of history to be told within the 
grand, castle-like clubhouse.  

Musselburgh Links, Musselburgh, East Lothian 
Par 34, 2,968 yards (9-holes)

What makes it special? It’s the oldest golf course in 
the world and the nine holes are a privilege to play - 
especially if you take them on with hickory clubs and a 
gutta percha ball.
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England

It is a common misconception that England is 
overshadowed by its Celtic cousins when it comes to 
quality golf. But English courses fare well in the most 
illustrious golfing company and make a great tour stop, 
either as part of a wider itinerary or as destinations in 
their own right. 

The Lancashire coast boasts the highest concentration 
of championship golf courses in the world. They include 
no fewer than three Royal Links courses challenging 
enough to host the Open Championship.

Royal Birkdale is set amid spectacular sand dunes 
and is arguably England’s finest golfing links. Having 
staged eight Open Championships and two Ryder Cups, 
it is deservedly ranked among the very best courses in 
the world. The town also boasts great sister tracks in 
Formby, Hillside and Southport & Ainsdale. 

Nearby is Royal Lytham & St. Anne’s, a wonderfully 
laid-out course, famed for its opening par 3 hole and 
recognised by the purists as one of the toughest venues 
on the Open Championship rota.  A short drive takes you 
to Fairhaven, a true hidden gem. 

The Liverpool metropolitan area is home to Royal 
Liverpool. The second-oldest seaside links in England 
has hosted the Open on 12 occasions and boasts one 
of the best collections of golf memorabilia outside 
St. Andrews. The north west coastline is also blessed 
with lesser known, but equally memorable, courses in 
Silloth-on-Solway and West Lancs. 

At the other end of the country is the glorious Kent 
coast and its magnificent trio of Royal St. George’s, 
Royal Cinque Ports and Prince’s links courses. Having 
hosted the Open on 17 occasions, this glorious coastal 
stretch is perfect for a golfing visit and the opportunity 
to incorporate excursions to nearby London makes this 
area a popular tour destination.

England also has its share of quality inland tracks. 
Surrey boasts championship venues in Sunningdale Old 
& New, Wentworth, Walton Heath and Woking. Swinley 
Forest lies in nearby Berkshire. England’s National 
Golf Centre is located in Lincolnshire, adjacent to 
Woodhall Spa (Hotchkin), and further north in Yorkshire 
lie a wonderful set of courses in Ganton, Alwoodley, 
Moortown and Lindrick. 

Ireland

Ireland’s coastline could have been tailor-made for the 
purposes of golf. Some of the finest links courses in the 
world are here, and visiting golfers can look forward to a 
warm welcome at one and all.

Rugged Royal Portrush, near the famous Giant’s 
Causeway on the north coast, is the only Irish course 
to host an Open Championship, and the tournament 
returns there in 2019. Nearby Portstewart is a fine 
seaside test in its own right.

Golf Digest rates the majestic links at Royal County 
Down as the best course in the world and there are few 
who have played it who would disagree. It’s the most 
natural of courses, where bunkers, greens and tees feel 
as integral to the coastal landscape as the sand and 
heather.

The Dublin area boasts elegant Portmarnock, 
where the routing and bunkering draw comparisons 
with Muirfield, and also two comparatively new but 
outstanding links at The Island and The European, to 
the north and south of the city respectively. A round 
at the parkland K Club, home of the 2006 Ryder Cup, 
offers a welcome change of pace. And of course any trip 
to this area is a chance to sample the delights of Dublin 
itself, one of Europe’s most vibrant cities.

To the south, Old Head Golf Links is the pick of several 
fine golfing options in County Cork. This relatively 
modern layout is set along clifftops high above the 
Atlantic Ocean and requires good shot-making and a 
head for heights in equal measure.

On Ireland’s west coast, the scenery becomes wilder 
and the golf gets even better. Waterville and Tralee 
are exceptional – both boast holes threaded through 
towering dunes with unforgettable stretches of 
shoreline golf. The venerable links at Lahinch is a sheer 
joy to play, as is the Trump International Golf Links at 
Doonbeg.

Arguably the greatest experience of all awaits at 
Ballybunion, where the Old Course spills down through 
a maze of dunes, bunkers and rolling greens towards 
Ballybunion beach and the Cashen Course, a Robert 
Trent Jones design, offers one of the sternest tests of 
golf to be found.

Venturing further off the beaten track brings its own 
rewards. The remote links at Enniscrone and Carne 
are hidden gems, where the quality of the golf is 
matched only by the sense of peace, while Ballyliffin 
and Rosapenna in wild Donegal are relatively new but 
welcome additions to Ireland’s roster of great links.

LEFT: Old Head Golf Links, Kinsale, County Cork.

RIGHT: Sergio Garcia during the 2008 Open 
Championship at Royal Birkdale.
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College Links Golf
Links to Learning

Scotland’s only tour operator catering exclusively for  
schools, colleges and universities:

•  Tailor-made tours to Scotland’s best courses

•  Learning links with leading Scottish institutions – earn credits as you golf!

•  Bespoke itineraries for players, coaches and alumni

•  Competitive team events involving varsity teams from around the world

•  Sample Scotland’s endearing culture and warm hospitality

 

Speak to us about your perfect golf tour of Scotland.

www.collegelinksgolf.com

info@collegelinksgolf.com
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